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ALL STAGES OF BILLS, AND COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension � Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [12.14 pm]: I move � 

That, up to and including 18 June 2009, so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to 
enable bills to proceed through all stages in one day and to enable messages from the Legislative 
Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they are received.  

A motion similar to this is normally moved in this chamber in the week leading up to the longer recesses. It is to 
enable good governance in relation to bills that may already be before the house, or may be introduced, such as 
the Transfer of Incorporation (HBF and HIF) Bill 2009. In that particular case, my understanding is that the 
opposition is also very keen for the bill to pass through this house and go to the other place and be dealt with 
expeditiously, so that it can be in place before 30 June. There is a very good reason for that, and the bill has the 
support of both sides of the house, as I understand it. I hope that the manager of opposition business will confirm 
that. I am very happy to ensure that that bill is brought on this afternoon straight after question time, unless the 
opposition tells me it wants to deal with it earlier than that, within half an hour, in which case I am very happy to 
accommodate it, provided the relevant minister is present. I am confident that the opposition will support this 
motion. It is one that the previous government moved at this time over seven years, and it has traditionally been 
moved to ensure good governance and delivery of bills in this house and the other place. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.15 pm]: Just for the record, the opposition is agreeable to what the 
government is proposing. The agreement that I have with the Leader of the House is that the piece of legislation 
being dealt with in this way is item 4 on the business paper, under �Bills � Notices of Motion�; that is, the 
Transfer of Incorporation (HBF and HIF) Bill 2009. I do not think there is any intention on the part of the 
government to use this mechanism for any other legislation. I ask the Leader of the House to confirm that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: We do not intend to ram through any other legislation under this suspension of standing 
orders. It is purely for good governance, and to enable messages that come from the Council to be dealt with on 
the same day as they are received, whereas normally they are dealt with the following day. The main purpose 
apart from that, I suggest, is to deal with the Transfer of Incorporation (HBF and HIF) Bill 2009. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On the basis of that assurance, I could not be happier! 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.16 pm]: I appreciate the importance of the Transfer of Incorporation 
(HBF and HIF) Bill 2009, but I am disappointed that the house has been asked today to suspend standing orders 
to allow it to go through in one day, when the bill has not yet been tabled. Members, particularly Independents, 
have not had the opportunity to be briefed on this bill by the government. I have obviously spoken to people 
outside the Parliament about this bill, and that is why I appreciate its importance. However, this Parliament is not 
here to rubberstamp legislation that has not been placed on the table. Under standing order 168, the bill is meant 
to sit on the table for two to three weeks. Yesterday the Leader of the House gave notice of a motion to expedite 
this bill when members had not had an opportunity to have a look at it. I thank the Treasurer, who has organised 
a briefing for me to be held shortly. However, this is not acceptable, and I hope it is an exception rather than a 
rule that this government intends to follow. 

Question put and passed. 
 


